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minister, mistress, or favourite to meddle with the
bank, that this capital inconvenience was never to be
feared. Upon that we for a long time disputed with-
out convincing each other, so that when, some few
days afterwards, he proposed the bank to the regency
council, I gave my opinion as I have just explained it,
but with more force and at length: and my conclusion
was to reject the bank, as a bait the most fatal, in an
absolute country, while in a free country it would be a
very good and very wise establishment.*

Few dared to be of this opinion: the bank passed.
M. le Due d'Orleans cast upon me some little re-
proaches, but gentle, for having spoken at such length.
I based my excuses upon my belief that by duty, hon-
our, and conscience, I ought to speak according to
my persuasion, after having well thought over the
matter, and explained myself sufficiently to make my
opinion well understood, and the reason I had for form-
ing it. Immediately after, the edict was registered
without difficulty at the Parliament. This assembly
sometimes knew how to please the Regent with good
grace in order to turn the cold shoulder to him after-
wards with more efficacy.

Some time after, to relate all at once, M. le Due d'Or-
leans wished me to see Law in order that he might
explain to me his plans, and asked me to do so as a

* The part played by Saint-Simon on this occasion was sensible and
patriotic; and at the same time showed his intimate knowledge of the
real character of the monarchy he served. It is impossible better to
express than he does the essential difference between the government of
France and that of England, which, in finance matters, he so judiciously
compares to a republic. France was a monarchy, properly so called;
and whether hatred or contempt is expressed for an institution under
that name, of course no reference can Jbejntended to any mixed form,
whatever"tSTeoieScaf obiecti^nlnay be entertained against it.